
4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 1/12

Skip to content

 Menu

Coronavirus

Local News
Traffic Lab
Crime
Local Politics
Education
Education Lab
Eastside
Health
Data
Project Homeless
Times Watchdog

Business & Tech
Boeing & Aerospace
Amazon
Microsoft
Technology
Real Estate
Economy

https://www.seattletimes.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/transportation/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/crime/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/education/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/education-lab/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/eastside/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/health/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/data/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/homeless/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/times-watchdog/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/boeing-aerospace/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/amazon/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/microsoft/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/technology/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/real-estate/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/economy/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 2/12

Artificial Intelligence

Nation & World
Nation & World Politics
Oddities

Sports
Seahawks
Huskies
Cougars
Mariners
Sounders
Storm
High School Sports
Hockey
On TV/Radio

Entertainment
Movies
Books
Music
Theater
Classical Music
TV/Streaming
Comics
Games & Puzzles
Horoscopes

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/tag/artificial-intelligence/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/nation-politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/oddities/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/seahawks/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/uw-huskies/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/wsu-cougars/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/mariners/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/sounders/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/storm/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/high-school/
https://www.seattletimes.com/sports/hockey/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/sports-on-tv-radio-2/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/movies/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/books/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/music/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/theater/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/classical-music/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/tv/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/comics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/games/
https://www.seattletimes.com/horoscopes/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 3/12

Life
Food & Drink
Travel & Outdoors
Wellness
Pets
Rant & Rave

Pacific NW Magazine
Homes & Real Estate

Opinion
Editorials
Letters to the Editor
David Horsey

Video
Photography

Obituaries
News Obituaries
Paid Obituaries

Newsletters
Print Replica
Inside The Times
Explore
Jobs
Autos

Log In
Subscribe

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/food-drink/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/travel/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/wellness/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/pets/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/rant-and-rave/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/pacific-nw-magazine/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/homes-real-estate
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/editorials/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/david-horsey/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/video/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/photo-video/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/seattletimes/#_ga=1.72389267.1837675783.1379017650
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/obituaries/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/seattletimes/#_ga=1.15101558.1560921668.1447363166
http://seattletimes.com/newsletters/
https://secure.seattletimes.com/accountcenter/replica
http://www.seattletimes.com/tag/inside-the-times/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/explore/
http://jobs.seattletimes.com/
http://autos.seattletimes.com/
https://secure.seattletimes.com/accountcenter/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/subscribe/signup-offers?subsource=voluntary


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 4/12

 Search
Health

Coronavirus
Local
Biz
Sports
Entertainment
Life
Homes
Opinion
|
Jobs
Autos
Explore

Traffic Lab
Project Homeless
Crime
Local Politics
Education
Eastside
Watchdog
News Obituaries
FYI Guy
Westneat
Ishisaka

All Sections

Local
Traffic Lab
Project Homeless
Crime
Local Politics
Education
Education Lab
Eastside
Northwest

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/health/
https://www.seattletimes.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/homes-real-estate/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/
http://jobs.seattletimes.com/
http://autos.seattletimes.com/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/explore/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/transportation/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/homeless/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/crime/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/education/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/eastside/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/times-watchdog/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/obituaries/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/data/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/danny-westneat/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/naomi-ishisaka/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/transportation/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/homeless/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/crime/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/education/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/education-lab/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/eastside/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/northwest/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 5/12

Data
Health
Times Watchdog
Inside The Times
News Obituaries
Photo & Video
Nation & World
Politics
Oddities

Business
Boeing
Amazon
Artificial Intelligence
Microsoft
Technology
Economy
Real Estate

Sports
Seahawks
Huskies
Cougars
High Schools
Mariners
Sounders
Snow Sports
Geoff Baker
Matt Calkins
Larry Stone
Bob Condotta
On TV/Radio

Entertainment
Movies
Books
Music
Theater
Classical Music
TV/Streaming
Comics
Games & Puzzles
Horoscopes

Life
Pacific NW Magazine
Food & Drink
Happy Hour
Wellness
Home & Decor
Pets
Rant & Rave
Bethany Jean Clement

Travel
Outdoors
Northwest Hikes
Washington
Oregon

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/data/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/health/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/times-watchdog/
http://www.seattletimes.com/tag/inside-the-times/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/obituaries/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/photo-video/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/nation-politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/nation-world/oddities/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/boeing-aerospace/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/amazon/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/tag/artificial-intelligence/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/microsoft/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/technology/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/economy/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/real-estate/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/seahawks/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/uw-huskies/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/wsu-cougars/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/high-school/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/mariners/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/sounders/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/snow-sports/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/geoff-baker
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/matt-calkins
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/larry-stone
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/bob-condotta
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sports/sports-on-tv-radio-2/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/movies/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/books/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/music/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/theater/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/classical-music/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/tv/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/comics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/entertainment/games/
https://www.seattletimes.com/horoscopes/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/pacific-nw-magazine/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/food-drink/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/seattle-happy-hours/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/wellness/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/home-decor/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/pets/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/rant-and-rave/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/bethany-jean-clement
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/travel/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/life/outdoors/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/northwest-hikes/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/travel-in-washington-state/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/travel-to-oregon/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 6/12

B.C.
Hawaii

Opinion
Editorials
Letters
Op-Eds
Kate Riley
Mark Higgins
Brier Dudley
David Horsey

Columnists
FYI Guy
Seattle Sketcher
Danny Westneat
Naomi Ishisaka

Jobs
Autos
Homes Listings
Classifieds
Paid Obituaries
Explore
Sponsored Posts
ShopNW
Seattle Times Store

Contact
FAQs
Subscriber Services
Print Replica
iOS App
Android App

Health 

Traffic Lab
Project Homeless
Crime
Local Politics
Education
Eastside
Watchdog
News Obituaries
FYI Guy
Westneat
Ishisaka

https://www.seattletimes.com/category/travel-to-british-columbia/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/travel-to-hawaii/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/editorials/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.seattletimes.com/category/op-eds/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/kate-riley/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/mark-higgins/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/brier-dudley/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/david-horsey/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/newsroom-staff/#news-columnists
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/gene-balk-fyi-guy
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/gabriel-campanario-seattle-sketcher/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/author/danny-westneat/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/naomi-ishisaka/
http://jobs.seattletimes.com/
http://autos.seattletimes.com/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/explore/nwhomes/
http://classifieds.seattletimes.com/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/seattletimes/#_ga=1.6704882.1560921668.1447363166
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/explore/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/sponsored/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/explore/shop-northwest/
http://company.seattletimes.com/store/
https://www.seattletimes.com/contact/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/help/
https://secure.seattletimes.com/accountcenter/managesubscriptions
https://secure.seattletimes.com/accountcenter/replica
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/seattle-times-mobile/id329502124
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.seattletimes.android.SeattleTimesMobileNews
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/transportation/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/homeless/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/crime/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/politics/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/education/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/eastside/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/times-watchdog/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/obituaries/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/data/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/danny-westneat/
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/naomi-ishisaka/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 7/12

Health

Log In
Subscribe

Health
Local News
Northwest

ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired

March 27, 2020 at 7:52 pm Updated March 28, 2020 at 5:45 pm

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/health/
https://secure.seattletimes.com/accountcenter/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/subscribe/signup-offers?subsource=voluntary
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/health/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/seattle-news/northwest/


4/12/2020 ER doctor who criticized Bellingham hospital’s coronavirus protections has been fired | The Seattle Times

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/158a9a89-0627-47f3-951b-85abfe93af06.html 8/12

Dr. Ming Lin has worked in the emergency room at PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center in
Bellingham for 17 years. (Eric Miller)

By
Ron Judd
Seattle Times staff reporter

BELLINGHAM – An emergency room physician who publicly decried what he called a lack of protective
measures against the novel coronavirus at his workplace, PeaceHealth St. Joseph Medical Center, has been fired.

Ming Lin, who has worked at the hospital for 17 years and became a local cause célèbre for his pleas for more
safety equipment and more urgent measures to protect staff, was informed of his termination as he was preparing
for a shift at the hospital Friday afternoon, he said.

“I got a message that said, ‘Your shift has been covered,’” Lin told The Seattle Times. He phoned his supervisor
and was told, “You’ve been terminated.” Lin said he was told he would be contacted by human resources staff
from his employer, TeamHealth, a national firm that contracts with PeaceHealth’s emergency department.

Related

More coverage

Coronavirus daily news updates: COVID-19 cases in King County surpass 2,000

Inslee welcomes Army doctors to Seattle, says Trump remarks 'haven't knocked us off our game'

Full coronavirus coverage and resources

More

TeamHealth could not immediately be reached for comment. A spokesperson for PeaceHealth St. Joseph
confirmed that Lin had been fired but said the hospital had no comment because Lin wasn’t a PeaceHealth
employee.

Lin said supervisors threatened his employment more than a week ago after he spoke to reporters and made
social media posts accusing PeaceHealth of a lack of urgency to protect health care workers from the virus.

Lin said he was told to take down his social media posts about the hospital but refused.
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He continued to post daily updates on Facebook after shifts at the emergency room, although many of his posts
had shifted away from hospital practices to efforts to help secure more protective equipment for hospital
workers.

Specifically, Lin had written that PeaceHealth St. Joseph refused to screen all patients outside the hospital, rather
than in an often-crowded emergency room waiting area where the virus could easily spread. Two emergency
department workers, who both asked not to be named for fear of reprisals, told The Times they shared Lin’s
concerns about the possible spread of infection because of that practice.

Lin and other doctors have also persistently complained about the availability of testing approved by
PeaceHealth, even as testing capacity ramps up in Washington state.

Related

Coronavirus testing troubles persist as patients are turned away, even as lab capacity in Seattle expands

Hospital administrators this week announced a series of protective measures, such as temperature screening of
staff entering the building, plans to enhance separation of staff from infected patients, and the availability of tents
to conduct outside screening if deemed necessary.

Lin and other hospital staff noted that most or all of these measures came after Lin’s treatises prompted a
community outcry. Meanwhile, Lin maintains the measures fail to meet standards set by other regional hospitals
and even smaller health care facilities.

PeaceHealth St. Joseph is the only emergency facility for some 250,000 people in the state’s northwest corner.

Advertising

“Several” hospital staff have tested positive for the virus, the hospital’s chief executive, Charles Prosper,
announced this week, insisting that the infections were unrelated to their work at the hospital.

Whatcom County to date has recorded 92 positive COVID-19 tests, a large number of them at a single facility,
Shuksan Healthcare Center in Bellingham’s York neighborhood. County health officials said Thursday that the
virus had spread to “several” other local senior facilities. Four county residents have died.

Lin said he has been touched by a groundswell of support from residents and health care workers in Bellingham.

“I’ll be OK,” said Lin, a longtime physician whose ER work included a stint at a trauma center near the World
Trade Center in New York City during the 9/11 terror attacks. “It’s a blow to my ego more than anything.”
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How is this outbreak affecting you?

What has changed about your daily life? What kinds of discussions are you having with family members and
friends? Are you a health care worker who's on the front lines of the response? Are you a COVID-19 patient or
do you know one? Whoever you are, we want to hear from you so our news coverage is as complete, accurate
and useful as possible. If you're using a mobile device and can't see the form on this page, click here.

How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting you? What changes have you noticed in your 
life or habits? What kinds of discussions are you having about it?
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Do you have questions about the novel coronavirus?

Ask your question in the form below and we'll dig for answers. If you're using a mobile device and can't see the
form on this page, ask your question here. You can see questions we've already answered on this FAQ. If you
have specific medical questions, please contact your doctor.

What questions do you have about the novel coronavirus or COVID-19, the illness it 
causes?
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Sign me up for the Morning Brief newsletter
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By clicking Submit, you agree to The Seattle Times’ Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.
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Ron Judd is a Pacific NW magazine staff writer. Reach him at rjudd@seattletimes.com or 206-464-8280. On
Twitter: @roncjudd.
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Gov. Inslee extends Washington state's coronavirus stay-home order through May 4
Coronavirus daily news updates, April 2: What to know today about COVID-19 in the Seattle area,
Washington state and the nation
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Coronavirus daily news updates, April 3: What to know today about COVID-19 in the Seattle area,
Washington state and the nation
Inslee updates list of essential businesses, workers for stay-home order to stem spread of coronavirus
Fact check: Debunking 10 myths about the coronavirus that causes COVID-19
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