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‘| Become a Person of Suspicion’

As bigots blame them for the coronavirus and
President Trump labels it the “Chinese virus,” some
Asian-Americans now live in fear for their safety.

Hosted by Michael Barbaro; produced by Lynsea Garrison, Stella Tan and Neena
Pathak; and edited by Lisa Tobin and Liz Baylen

April 11, 2020 ~ 14:31
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April 10, 2020

Listen and subscribe to our podcast from your mobile device:
Via Apple Podcasts | Via Spotify | Via Stitcher

Note: This episode contains strong language.

As the death toll from the coronavirus rises in the U.S., so do reports of verbal and physical
attacks against Asian-Americans, who say hostile strangers are blaming them for the
pandemic. Today, one writer shares her story.

On today’s episode:

« Jiayang Fan, a staff writer at The New Yorker magazine.
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Tony Du, an epidemiologist in Howard County, Md., said that hearing government leaders
call the coronavirus the “Chinese virus” had made him afraid for his son, Larry, 8. Alyssa
Schukar for The New York Times

Background reading:

« Ms. Fan’s story is echoed across the country by others who say they have been spit on,
yelled at and attacked. Asian-American community and political leaders have tried to
comfort their constituents. But they, too, admit to feeling unnerved.

« Some have turned to social media to share their stories and procure medical supplies in
effort to aid the crisis response.

Tune in, and tell us what you think. Email us at thedaily @nytimes.com. Follow Michael Barbaro
on Twitter: @mikiebarb. And if you’re interested in advertising with “The Daily,” write to us at
thedaily-ads@nytimes.com.

“The Daily” is made by Theo Balcomb, Andy Mills, Lisa Tobin, Rachel Quester, Lynsea Garrison, Annie Brown, Clare
Toeniskoetter, Paige Cowett, Michael Simon Johnson, Brad Fisher, Larissa Anderson, Wendy Dorr, Chris Wood, Jessica
Cheung, Stella Tan, Alexandra Leigh Young, Jonathan Wolfe, Lisa Chow, Eric Krupke, Marc Georges, Luke Vander Ploeg,
Adizah Eghan, Kelly Prime, Julia Longoria, Sindhu Gnanasambandan, M.J. Davis Lin, Austin Mitchell, Sayre Quevedo,
Neena Pathak, Dan Powell, Dave Shaw, Sydney Harper, Daniel Guillemette, Hans Buetow, Robert Jimison, Mike Benoist
and Bianca Giaever. Our theme music is by Jim Brunberg and Ben Landsverk of Wonderly. Special thanks to Sam
Dolnick, Mikayla Bouchard, Lauren Jackson, Julia Simon, Mahima Chablani and Nora Keller.
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