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California Rep. for the 39th district Gil Cisneros held a virtual
town hall on Monday via Facebook Live to discuss the rise in
discrimination against the Asian American and Paci�c Islander
community as a result of COVID-19.

Cisneros condemned the “racist, discriminatory and xenophobic
language and actions” that the Asian American and Paci�c
Islander community has experienced, adding that his o�ce is
available as a resource with sta� members who speak Chinese,
Korean and Spanish.

Representatives of Asian American and Paci�c Islander
organizations spoke during the town hall, as well as California
Rep. Judy Chu of the 27th District, which includes Pasadena and
the west San Gabriel Valley. 

Chu said that the Congressional Asian Paci�c American Caucus,
which she is the chair of, is working hard to keep the issue at the
forefront of their COVID-19 response.

Chu also cited legislation that combats Asian American and
Paci�c Islander discrimination in response to COVID-19 including
H.R. 3545, otherwise known as the No Hate Act.

Virginia Congressman Don Beyer introduced the act to push for
more accurate and e�cient reporting of hate crimes across the
nation in order for the Federal Bureau of Investigation to gather
statistics and take action, Chu said.

She added that the act will create grants for both state-run hate
crime hotlines and law enforcement in order to better address
hate crimes, as well as allow judges to require community service
from those convicted.  

“Unfortunately, Donald Trump has made it a priority to stoke
xenophobia and direct anger at immigrants and communities of
color throughout his time in the White House,” Chu said. “As the
American public becomes more critical of the president’s delayed
and ine�cient response to the coronavirus pandemic, he began
using the word ‘Chinese virus’ as a way to de�ect anger from
himself.”  

 Stewart Kwoh, founder of Asian Americans Advancing Justice –
Los Angeles, spoke about the work his organization has been
doing to tackle discrimination, which includes tracking hate
crimes and uplifting “the role of Asian Americans on the frontlines
as nurses, doctors, researchers (and) contributors” in the �ght
against COVID-19. 

Manjusha Kulkarni, executive director of the recently established
Asian Paci�c Policy and Planning Council, said the organization
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has tracked over 1500 anti-Asian American hate incidents across
the country.

The numbers and trends collected from the tracker indicate that
44% of these incidents happened at businesses such as grocery
stores and pharmacies, and that the elderly make up 9% of those
victims, Kulkarni said. 

In response to these data points, Kulkarni said her group is
working on the issue with attorneys general and human relations
commissions across the country. 

Yuka Ogino, a resident of Brea, was emotional while sharing an
encounter with a man at Target.

“As I was walking by, he just started yelling at me that I was going
to get him sick, and I got really scared so I ran out of the store. I
wasn’t able to pick up my parent’s prescription,” Ogino said.

Another commenter spoke about an incident in February near
Pershing Square in Los Angeles, when a lady yelled at him to
cover his mouth and called him a racial slur for coughing as he
got o� the subway, even though he was already wearing a mask. 

Alison Lehmann Edwards, the chief executive o�cer of Orange
County Human Relations, said that while no hate crimes have
been prosecuted in 2020, she does not want people to be
discouraged. 

“We have to get involved and engaged to make sure that we keep
demanding that level of leadership, that our leaders know that
this is important to our constituencies — and not just when it’s
hitting one community — that we’re consistently sending these
messages, and that we’re not relying on the people who are
targeted to be the only ones sending these messages that we’re
all standing up as allies to say, ‘This is important to all of us and
for all of us,’” Edwards said.

  39TH DISTRICT  ASIAN AMERICAN  CONGRESSMAN
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This week s #TuffysTable brings you a recipe for a 
fruity and delicious sangria to get you in the summer 
mood and to bring to barbecues and pool parties — 
post-social distancing, that is.

Story + photo by   @taliacantleybuff.ly/2SZBEZN 
  

 

On Thursday, @RepGilCisneros held a town hall, 
and heard concerns from Fullerton residents 
regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Story by   @jess_bendabuff.ly/2WDzW14 
  

 

#VoicesofCSUF For many students, #COVID19 has 
derailed many academic plans and sent school into 
an unforeseen virtual world.  

Story by Nylene Garcia
by Illustration by Arianna 

Gutierrezbuff.ly/2LbTwfC 
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#VoicesOfCSUF I have learned to stop and take 
time for myself and appreciate those around me. It 
has helped me realize what I find is most important 
in life. 

Story by    Brisa Colón
 Illustration by Arianna Gutierrezbuff.ly/3fvgwE0 
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