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Step 1 scramble: Test-center closures leave medical students in
limbo

Spring is a key time for USMLE Step 1 test-takers, but COVID-19-related delays are causing
students to amend study plans and adjust to uncertainty.
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Medical student moms face challenge of pandemic parenthood

Balancing medical school and motherhood was never easy. Doing so in the time of COVID-19
ramps up the challenges. Two mothers share their experience.
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Ruling threatens essential physician attorney-client privilege

Should vagaries of hospital ownership have bearing on physicians’ ability to speak confidentially
with attorneys? Washington’s highest court considers the issue.
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AMA: Insurers misused CPT codes to hide administrative
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The codes ensure uniform language for medical services and procedures, physicians tell a federal
court in a brief, and other uses erode patient trust.
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5 kinds of AMA member benefits you may have overlooked

You know all about JAMA, of course. Now check out these other great AMA member benefits
designed to help physicians on their professional and personal journeys.
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Medical residents: Don’t miss these 5 great AMA member
benefits

From career planning to loan refinancing, the AMA offers benefits that can help you flourish
personally and professionally.
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The Council on Long Range Planning and Development (CLRPD) works on projects based on
actions of the AMA House of Delegates or Board of Trustees.

Some of the current projects of the CLRPD include:
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10. Senior Physicians
11. Women Physicians
12. Young Physicians

IMGS elections

View the newly elected members of the International Medical Graduates Section (IMGS) Governing
Council.

Women Physicians Section (WPS) Governing Council elections

View the candidates for the Women Physicians Section (WPS) Governing Council elections.

About
1. About
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5. Board of Trustees
6. CPT® Editorial Panel
7. Foundation
8. Leadership
9. Office of International Relations
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12. Research
13. United States Adopted Names
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Generosity of AMA employees shines during COVID-19 and
beyond
AMA employees have a long history of pitching in during times of crisis. Learn how the generosity
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Top news stories from AMA Morning Rounds®: Week of May
4, 2020

In the news: Pandemic may last two years, FDA orders antibody tests to prove accuracy, kids and
COVID-19, blood thinners may help COVID-19 patients on ventilators.
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Press Releases

AMA warns against racism, xenophobia amid COVID-19

May 4, 2020

CHICAGO — The American Medical Association (AMA) today called on public officials and the media to
utilize the World Health Organization’s globally identified nomenclature for the pandemic – Coronavirus or
COVID-19 – and to abstain from using racially-charged and xenophobic language that associates the virus with
geography or populations of people. Amid reports of individuals and organizations encouraging use of language
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like “the Wuhan virus,” “the Chinese coronavirus,” and similar variations, the AMA indicated this verbiage
serves no legitimate purpose and is ethically inappropriate, derogatory and divisive.

“With the world reeling from the health and economic crisis of COVID-19, anti-immigrant and racist rhetoric
exacerbates the pandemic, threatening people’s wellbeing and driving us further apart,” said AMA President
Patrice A. Harris, M.D., M.A. “The AMA strongly condemns xenophobic and race-based scapegoating against
Asians and Pacific Islanders in America and against Asian-presenting people. Racism and xenophobia lead to
negative health consequences for segments of our population and this shouldn’t be tolerated.”

With reports of hate crimes committed against Asian Americans increasing during the pandemic, the AMA urges
proper nomenclature for the virus and a broader rejection of racism and xenophobia, whether interpersonal or
structural. Such language and behavior have direct social and public health implications within the environment
where physicians practice and deliver care, as well as the communities where they and their patients live.

The AMA urges individuals and organizations within health care to denounce xenophobia and racism—
interpersonal and structural—as both are root causes of ongoing health inequities. We also urge physicians, and
the organizational bodies that represent them, to adopt a health equity lens in public health and clinical settings,
particularly in the face of great health care system strain.

As the nation continues working to confront our country’s history of racism and injustice, the AMA noted the
importance of cultural humility and understanding toward all people and to reflect on the dangerous impact of
xenophobia and racism, particularly in the time of pandemic crisis. In the delivery of care, a lack of cultural
humility can lead to biases —implicit or explicit— that can negatively impact outcomes and the patient-
physician relationship.

Last month, to better understand the impact of COVID-19 on different races and ethnicities, the AMA called on
HHS to consistently collect comprehensive health outcomes data, including related to COVID-19
hospitalizations, positive tests, and mortalities, and to disaggregate and disclose those data by race and ethnicity.
For more information, please visit the AMA’s Health Equity Resource Center for COVID-19.

Through its ongoing work, the AMA is striving to achieve equitable advancement of wellness and distribution of
clinical and social resources for all physicians, their patients, prospective patients, and their families as it works
to advance health equity. In 2019, the AMA established a Center for Health Equity that is working to achieve
optimal health for all.

Media Contact:

AMA Media & Editorial

ph: (312) 464-4430

[email protected]

About the American Medical Association

The American Medical Association is the physicians’ powerful ally in patient care. As the only medical
association that convenes 190+ state and specialty medical societies and other critical stakeholders, the AMA
represents physicians with a unified voice to all key players in health care.  The AMA leverages its strength by
removing the obstacles that interfere with patient care, leading the charge to prevent chronic disease and confront
public health crises and, driving the future of medicine to tackle the biggest challenges in health care.
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