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B.C. premier condemns rise of anti-Asian racism in wake of COVID-19 pandemic

There have been a number of anti-Asian racist incidents across the Lower
Mainland in recent months, including in Richmond

Kirsten Clarke / Richmond News

May 17, 2020 01:56 PM
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John Horgan says that racism is a "virus," and condemns the recent rise of anti-Asian racist behaviour since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Photograph By Government of B.C. / Flickr

As British Columbians grapple with COVID-19, many are also facing the threat of another type of virus – racism –
according to B.C. Premier John Horgan.

“We are hearing disturbing stories of a rise in anti-Asian racist behaviour since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,”
said Horgan in a statement released Sunday condemning that behaviour.
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“People are being targeted as they go about their daily lives. It is unacceptable. I have said it before: hate has no place in our
province and it will not be tolerated.

“Our strength is in our diversity, and we reject all forms of racism, discrimination, intolerance and bigotry.”

Everyone, said Horgan, has a “right to live without fear of violence or discrimination.”

The premier’s message follows a number of anti-Asian racist incidents across the Lower Mainland over the past few
months, including in Richmond.
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On Friday, May 8, a man allegedly hurled racial slurs at two women at Garry Point Park in Steveston. The women claimed
they were also physically intimidated when the man allegedly tried to hit them with his car. An account of the incident
circulated on social media.

The man later wrote a letter of apology to the two women, and asked for their forgiveness, according to Richmond RCMP.

A number of anti-Asian racist incidents have also occurred in Vancouver, according to the city’s police – for example, an
assault on a 92-year-old Asian man with dementia March 13, and on April 2, the windows of the city’s Chinese Cultural
Centre were defaced with hateful graffiti.

The Vancouver Police Department (VPD) also reported May 1 that there’s been an increase in anti-Asian hate crimes.

In April, 15 hate crimes were reported to VPD, 11 of which had an anti-Asian element. Meanwhile, the VPD said there
have been 20 anti-Asian hate crimes reported so far this year, compared to the 12 reported in all of 2019.

“Racism is also a virus. Through challenging times, British Columbians must stay united,” said Horgan in the statement.

“We are always stronger and more resilient as a province when we treat each other with kindness, generosity and respect.”

Horgan urged that British Columbians stand together, and “call out racism and discrimination when we see it.”

© Richmond News

Read Related Topics

The latest on COVID-19

Local and global updates →
City of Richmond →

Local news matters

Local news matters

Your support is vital to helping us provide free local news.

We're here for you!

We're here for you!

Business owners get FREE listings on GuidedBy.ca

Best of Richmond 2019

Best of Richmond 2019

Click here to find out the Best of Richmond winners

https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget
https://www.richmond-news.com/news/richmond-rcmp-investigate-alleged-racist-attack-1.24133286
https://www.richmond-news.com/news/apology-offered-for-alleged-racist-comments-1.24136112
https://www.richmond-news.com/covid-19
https://www.richmond.ca/home.htm
https://support.richmond-news.com/account/support/signup
https://support.richmond-news.com/account/support/signup
https://support.richmond-news.com/account/support/signup
https://guidedby.ca/applynow
https://guidedby.ca/applynow
https://guidedby.ca/applynow
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/these-are-the-best-of-richmond-winners-for-2019-1.23839700
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/these-are-the-best-of-richmond-winners-for-2019-1.23839700
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/business/these-are-the-best-of-richmond-winners-for-2019-1.23839700
https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget


5/26/2020 B.C. premier condemns rise of anti-Asian racism in wake of COVID-19 pandemic | Richmond News

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/e0985838-1dd1-41cd-8bf6-6d207f24e375.html 5/6

Popular News

You Might Like
Most Read
Most Recent

75-year-old Richmond woman missing

75-year-old Richmond woman missing

May 25, 2020

Private school parents outraged their kids denied ‘equal access’ to Richmond public summer
school

May 23, 2020

Six cases in COVID-19 outbreak at Richmond Hospital

May 25, 2020

Richmond Costco now recommends customers wear face masks

May 23, 2020

Skinned beaver in Richmond prompts reward

May 22, 2020

Exchange students told to go back to rice farms

Exchange students told to go back to rice farms

https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget
https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget
https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget
https://bcisawesome.com/?utm_source=LMP&utm_medium=widget
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/75-year-old-richmond-woman-missing-1.24141019
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/75-year-old-richmond-woman-missing-1.24141019
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/private-school-parents-outraged-their-kids-denied-equal-access-to-richmond-public-summer-school-1.24140133
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/six-cases-in-covid-19-outbreak-at-richmond-hospital-1.24140880
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/richmond-costco-now-recommends-customers-wear-face-masks-1.24140180
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/skinned-beaver-in-richmond-prompts-reward-1.24139707
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/exchange-students-told-to-go-back-to-rice-farms-1.24141697
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/exchange-students-told-to-go-back-to-rice-farms-1.24141697


5/26/2020 B.C. premier condemns rise of anti-Asian racism in wake of COVID-19 pandemic | Richmond News

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/aacv19project/ArticleFullContent/e0985838-1dd1-41cd-8bf6-6d207f24e375.html 6/6

May 26, 2020

Expect delays on Highway 91 leaving Richmond

May 26, 2020

Stop collecting employee data from cameras, Teck told

May 26, 2020

B.C. records no COVID-19 deaths in a 24-hour period for first time in weeks

May 26, 2020

UBC scanners could accelerate COVID-19 diagnoses

May 26, 2020

Richmond News

LMP NEWSPAPERS

Bowen Island Undercurrent
Burnaby Now
Delta Optimist
North Shore News
New West Record

Tri-City News
Vancouver Courier
Vancouver is Awesome
Business in Vancouver
REW

OTHER SECTIONS

Contact us
Classifieds
Obituaries
Autos
Homes

Jobs
Place an Ad
Policies, Terms and Conditions
Political Ads Registry

Connect

Facebook
Twitter
RSS

Glacier Community Media © Copyright ® 2013 - LMP Publication Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. Unauthorized
distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited.

https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/expect-delays-on-highway-91-leaving-richmond-1.24141668
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/stop-collecting-employee-data-from-cameras-teck-told-1.24141632
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/b-c-records-no-covid-19-deaths-in-a-24-hour-period-for-first-time-in-weeks-1.24141617
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/news/ubc-scanners-could-accelerate-covid-19-diagnoses-1.24141612
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/
http://www.bowenislandundercurrent.com/
http://www.burnabynow.com/
http://www.delta-optimist.com/
http://www.nsnews.com/
https://www.newwestrecord.ca/
http://www.tricitynews.com/
http://www.vancourier.com/
http://vancouverisawesome.com/
https://biv.com/
https://www.rew.ca/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/contact-us
http://classifieds.richmond-news.com/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/richmondnews/
http://classifieds.richmond-news.com/richmond/transportation/search
http://classifieds.richmond-news.com/richmond/real-estate-for-sale/search
http://jobfind.findem.ca/
http://richmond-news.adperfect.com/
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/policies-terms-and-conditions
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X2mGUqmLci7neZZJgULCw67_IiTVsXnk70_u8XiUaU8/edit
https://www.facebook.com/RichmondNews
https://twitter.com/TheRichmondNews
https://aacv19projectstrg.blob.core.windows.net/site-map

